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A message from Angela Hughes - OCT s Chairman

A warm welcome to Off Centre Theatre's production of
The Wizard of Oz. This much loved story was first
published in 1900 by the American author L Frank Baum
I'here have been many stage and screen adaptations over

the years, the best known being the 1930 film in which
Dorothy was played by Judy Garland. You are now fortu-

nate 1o see OU1"s version of the famous tale

I'hey say that you should never act with children or anmimals and in this pro-
duction we do both! While there is fun to be had, putting on a production like
this takes a lot of time and effort and [ would like 1o thank the directors and
performers - both adults and children for all their hard work There must
also be a special pat for Opie who plays the part of Toto. Thanks you also to
the army of unseen people who give so generously of their time to help in
vanous capacities both behund stage and in front-of-house. | must also thank
the local businesses for their sponsorship of performances and advertising in
the programme. This support ix greatly appreciated

Ihis year Off Centre comes of age. It is 21 years since we put on out first
production, Marahk Marten and the Red Bary, in August 1986, Here we are. 50
productions later, sull going strong. Over the years OCT have given high
standard performances of plays, revues and pantos for the people of Mon-
mouth in a number of locations, but especially here at HMSG where both we
and our audiences enjoy excellent facilities. In 2004 we acquired accommeda-
non over Barclay's Bank in Agincourt Square. This provides not only a
venue for rehearsals, workshops (on 7 June there is to be a4 junior drama
workshop) and play readings but also for small performances by members
and, occasionally, visiting performers. We have regular club nights and also
social events such as a “Murder Mystery”™ evening and Quiz Nights. If you
would like to join us (treading the boards is not compulsory) we always wel-

une new members. There is more information about |:mii'»g OCT later n
this programme

QCT members take part in lundraising shows for good causes. In Septemben
members will be performing i a variety show to raise funds for the Shire
Hall renovation. In October there will be a production of the hilariously
tunny play Foot in the Door. There are to be casting readings for this on 13 &
1 June at 7.30 in our clubroom Contact Jim Newcomb « 01600 590478 if

VO are interested

Now plesse sit back while we transport you from a farm in Kansas and slong
the vellow brick road 1o meet the wonderful Wizard of Oz Enjoy!

/bryzlﬂ



a. Thank you from
OFF CENTRE THEATRE
Thank you to the tollowing, for their help and support towards this
production:

ATC Monmouthshire) Ltd, Boors, Hair & Beauty, Le Gourmet, St Mary’s
e 31(:hmch Monmouth, The Malthouse, ,
al Fvans, Chns Jones, Monmouthshire Beacon, Nelson M
_ } Museum
Monmouth, Bolangles Jewellery, Brian Williams, 5t John Ambulance, and
anvone else we have forgotten to mention.

Thanks also to the following for being part of our “Follow the
. Yellow Brick Road"” competition:
Twenty Four, Hancocks, Stokes Chemust, Handyman House, Washnit
) M’nnm«,nuth Library, The Beauty Roomz, Irma f’ingnl-Rod( '(‘oumancl'
Café, Fancy Freds, Jeff Mitchell, Dead Sea Minerals, IT Centre, BoJang]
Monmouth Micro Station, v o,
and the Monmouthshire Beacon for receiving the entnies
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About /\)
Off Centre Theatre (\ Bindedees stk

ff Centre Theatre (OCT) was established in 1986 with its
first production - Maria Marten. Since then it has gone fron
strength to strength and established itself as Monmouth's pre-
mier amateur dramatics company.
. OCT's productions range from traditional plays, vanety
shows, pantomimes, outdoor productions and events (in
June 2005 on the Kymin in partnership with the National
Trust) and touring shows.

. Though many of our productions have a cast of all ages we
also specifically have productions for Junior and Youth
members

. In October 2007 we will be staging A Foot in the Door , a
comedy, by Richard Harris (Qutside Edge) - watch the pres
for details.

. All ages and abilities are welcome to join. It doesn’t matter
if you have no previous experience and there is no pressure
for you to appear on stage.

. You may have an interest in working backstage, helping
front of house, making costumes or You may just want to be
social member—everyone is welcome.

. We arganise theatre trips, have play readings, workshops
and hold club nights on the first Thursday of most months
in our clubroom above Barclays Bank in Agincourt Square.

{n 2005 OCT became a registered charity - the Charity Commis-
sioners having recognised the contribution OCT makes to the lo
cal community,

Do you want to join in?

Annual membership fees: Juniors (under 16) £10, Adults £
Household membership £35.

As a member vou will be kept up-to-date with a monthly newsle
ter.

Contact the Elaine Andrews - 01600 71219%
or e.mail: offcentre@ bropenworld.com



ACT I

Daorothy Gale Lives on a farm in Kansas. One day & tornado hits her home
town and carries her away to Munchkinland. The Munchkins fete Dorothy
as & heroine but Dorothy wants to go home to Kansas. With the help of the
Good Witch of the North Dorothy is directed to seek the help of the great
Wizard of Oz. Dorothy persuades three friends to accompany her on the trip
to the Emerald City to see the Wizard. They are Scarecrow, who lacks a
brain, the Tinman, who has no heart, and the Cowardly Lion, who would like
to have some courage. The Wicked Witch of the West vows vengeance on
Dorothy and does all she can to stop the friends getting to the Emerald City.

Scene 1 Kansas
Scene 2 The Square in Munchkinland
Scene 3 The Field of Poppies

Scene 4 The Gates to the Emerald City
ACT I

At the Emerald City they manage to see the Wizard who says he will only
help them if they kill the Wicked Witch of the West - an apparently impossi-
ble task. They will have to make every effort if all their dreams are to come
true...

Scene 1 The Palace of the Wizard of Oz

Scene 2 On the road to the Witches Castle
Scene 3 Inside the Castle of the Wicked Witch
Scene 4 A Corridor in the Witches Castle
Scene 5 The Palace of the Wizard of Oz

Scene 8 No Place Like Home

Cast
Dorothy Gale Ann Long
Wizard of Oz/Uncle Henry  Brian Pearce
Nora the Good Witch of the  Caroline Pearce
North/Aunt Em
Wicked witch of the West /  Judith Rossiter
Miss Gultch
Scarecrow / Hunk  Peter Pearce
Tinman / Zeke Tom Righy
Lion / Hickory  Jim Newcomb
Mayor of Munchkinland  Cedric Gibbons
Guardian of the Emerald City  Stuart MacFarlane
Super Witch of the South  Scarlett Harris
Toto  Opie
Sentries Tom Mapp, Tash Mokthar,
Emily Jordon, Kelly Angel,
Louis Peace
Malicious Monkeys  Louis Peace, Kelly Angel.
Harry Harris
Munchkin Maid Gemma Buckley
Prisoners  Holly Rooke, Laura Griffiths

Chorus of Munchkins, Emeralders and Prisoners

Connie Amos, Kelly Angel, Laura Griffiths, Emily Jordan,
Dorothy Laidler, Debra Lake, Emily Lake, Holly Lake, Bethan Lydford,
Katie Mapp, Thomas Mapp, Tracey Mapp, Innes Merola-Scott,
Sarah McCartney, Tash Mokthar, Florence Newsome,

Louise Pardington, Joanna Payton, Louis Peace, Libbi Prestidge,
Caroline Richards, Haddy Richards, Deanna Roberts, Holly Rooke,
Catherine Rotchell, Barbara Spence, Catherine Stone, Zoe Tinton,
Brooke Williams



CAST

" Ann Long - Dorothy

Ann is 21 years old and when not walking up the yellow
brick road she works in a local store gt the top of Mon-
now street. Her main occupation right now is as one hal
ol a country music duo, who tour up and down the coun-
try singing in ditferent country clubs. Ann has recently
completed the London marathan  for the second time
She savs that crossing that finish line 15 one of the most
mtense feolings ever - Lockily wy legr have nene stopped
Ja‘,‘!h“'

Ann has been s member of OCT for many years and has
appeared in many of the pantos tor which the group bullt up a strong lollow-
ing. In 2006 aiter years appesring in minor reles she won the Gwent Drama
League's award for Best Newcomer in o Leading Role. Ann won the award for
her brilllant performance as Sophic in “Murdder @t Priovsuell Mavor™

Peter Pearce - Scarecrow & Hunk

Peter was born in Newbury in Berkshire, moving to
Monmouth when he was 3. He has lived here ever since,
He is a bulder by trade with his own business. At first
reluctant to go on stage he made his first appearance in
the memorable Monty” routine in Slesping Beaury In Pe-
ter's own words “sawe then my parts have got smuck bigger.”
A natural comedian | Peter has delighted audences with
the range of characters he has played with OCT these in-
clude a singing vicar, a naughty little boy and a second
world war German soldier. In his spare time. when not
watching football, Peter is a reteree tor Gloucestershire F.A

Tom Rigby - Tinman & Zeke

Originally from Metsevside, Tom is & new recruit to OCT
This is Tom's second show with us, having just played
"Felix' in The Ocdd Couple
Lemon Tom says " the Oz team must have spotted my
'stifl' performunce in The Odd Cauple and decided the Tin-
man was just tor me!”

b Tonr's first shows were some years back and include being
a tairy in the G&S fokenthe, 2 munchkin in Wizard of Oz
and at "15 going on 18" Ralph in T%he Sonnd of Musx.. all
the right experiences to later play a man made of tin who has lost his heart!
Qutside of the drama scene Tom sings, golf's and runs an I'T and print business
that provides services to our local county council, as well as to 100's of profes-

skanal theatres including the Carditt Millenninm Theatre and Arts Centre

the part made famous by Jack

= Jim Newcomb - Lion & Hickory

Jim played the dame in thirteen OCT's pantos up until 2005 -
but having hung up his tights, bras, dresses and wigs, he has
been suffering from withdrawal systems and looking for any
other excuse to get into a costume and apply a bit of make-up.
The part of the cowardly Lion came along at just the right
moment and also offers the chance for audiences to see his
more ‘animal’ side. He hopes that vou'll find his performance a
‘toaring success’, but don't forget that he is, in this part a
scaredy cal’ Jim was last in the Wizard of Oz in 1989, as a member of Centre
Players. The performance was at Monmouth Comprehensive School when his
daughters, Lauren (almost 7) and Hannah (just over 3 = the youngest member of
the cast), were both Munchkins. Jim played the Scarecrow on that oceasion,
alongside Stuart MacFarlane as the Lion. Living up to the standards that were
set by Stuart has been no problem, whatsoever!

Caroline Pearce - Nora, The Good Witch of the North
& Aunt Em

Caroline has Lived in Monmouth all her life - even to those
who don’t know her by name, Caroline is a familiar face to
many. She 1s Wyesham’s own hardworking town councillor
and over the years she has been involved in many spheres of
life in the local community, An active member of many com-
mittees as well ax supporting both Monmouth carmival and
festival. As a member of Off Centre Theatre Caroline has
appeared in many pantos, variety shows and plays Her last
appearances were as Mother Rabbit and the Judge in #ind m the Willowos. Over
the years Caroline has also made hundreds of costumes for OCT, carnival floats
and fancy dress events. Caroline is wearing her own creations in this production

Judith Rossiter - Wicked Witch of the West

& Miss Gultch

After n glittering career with amateur dramatics with
British Forces, Germany (and thankfully there's no-one
here to verify that), Judith joined Off Centre in 2003, Her
first roles were as props tor three pantomimes and then
she trod the boards in Lord Arthur Saville's Crime, fol-
lowed by Murder at Priorswell Manor. She followed this
up with a directing role, when the Off Centre Youth Thea-
tre won the "Best Youth Theatre Group" trophy st the
Hereford One Act Play Festival. This is Judith's first foray
into the role of a baddie and she is loving every minute! So
enjoy the show, or she'll put a spell on you!




Brian Pearce - The Wizard of Oz & Uncle Henry
Born in Fulbam. London, Brian ong with his wife Mar-
garet retired to Monmouth 1n 2005 after $1 years a par-
ish priest serving in Birmingham, Swindon and Bristol
Now a member of St Thomas, Overbrook, Brian recently

00k part in @ presentation of “The Easter Experience
§ for the primary schools of Monmouth. Music and drama
have played a major part in their lives and faith and the A
) were 20 vears with the Swindon and Bath Opera and
presently members of the Monmouth Choral Sociery
Brian has also had a taste of bemng an evil witeh in two
homegrown pantomimes put on by parishioners in the
parish of Withywood. South Bristol, Brian and Margaret joined OCT i 200
and his debut was as Gus in Harold Pinter’s “I'he Dumb W witer’ followed |l.\' the
part of Toad in "Wind in the Willows' This latest appearance as the Wizard is
also a further step in getting 1o know more of those associated with OCT with
whom it has been great fun and an enjoyable experience s @ member

Cedric Gibbons - The Mayor of Munchkinland

Cedric, who 15 a Newport boy, moved to Monmouth in
1975 to join # local Computer Systems Company - in the
dd.\'s when most computers were stll room size and to-
day’s PCs were still & Sci-Fi dream Natoral progression
wito an IT dinosaur led to redundancy and the opportunity
for the role of a lifetime as Mr Plod, the town Traffic Wiir-
den, which he played until retivement in 2004, He re-fousnd
his taste for the stage with the re=constituted Monmouth
Operatic Society and through the love of a lovely lady. He has performed and
produced regularly since joining OCT in 1990 as well as orgamising Charity
Shows in the Town. In retirement, Cedric is available for professional appear-
ances and is seeking an Agent with a sense of humout

© Stuart MacFarlane - The Guardian of the Emerald City
B Born in Chicester, Stuart has lived in Monmouth since
B 1976 and is one of the founders of OCT . He runs a business
R *upplying cycle lamps 10 Makwa, Argos and many other
B High Stweet stores His company also supplies all the
! tarches nsed by the Woyal Mail Swart, like Jim Newcomb
| (second wate Lion). has appeared in too many psntos to
g wemember, he hung up his pawaphernalia in 2005, But
B public adulation has forced him back on stagre 10 take the
g cxtwemeley demanding ole of the Guardian of the Emer-
wald city. As Jim mentioned - Stuart was the Lion in the
1989 pwodtction to much aclaim. His daughter Samantha (10 at the ume) also
took part as & Munchkin, Stuarts fans can catcl up with his news on his web-
site—www bestlieronstuge com

-

Scarlett Harris - The Super Witch of the South

Scarlett was born in the Isle of Man but has lived in Mon-
mouth for the last 23 years, She has been a member of OCT
for many years and is quite versatile having appeared in
roles ranging from Dandini to the front end of Daisy the
cow. Scarlett has always been an animal lover and has re-
cently been blessed - as her chinchillas have just had & new
baby. She is very proud to see her other baby Opie on stage
in the show in the part of Toto. When not looking after her
pets and taking Opie for walks Scarlett manages the Chel-

tenham Branch of ATC flooring

in Agincourt Square
01600 890478
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Chris Ryde & Steph Harris - Joint Directors

This is Chris Ryde’s first directorial assignment for OCT [le has
previously directed Oh What & Lovely War at University, Twelfth
Night on a tour of the West Country, One Man Band, the first pro-
duction in the studio theatre at the South London Theatre Centre
and Gotcha by Barrie Keefe which performed on an unusual tour of
young offenders’ institutes. - so he should be at home working with
Off Centre Theatre members. Steph Harris, on the other hand. is a
veteran with OCT having been co-director on a number of the leg-
endary pantomimes that the society mounted from 1991 through un-
til 2005. She is therefore used to dealing with childish behaviour and
tantrums. By contrast the Kids in the show have been very well be

haved. Steph and Chris have described this collaboration as the ulti

mate test of their relationship as they are real life partners —or at
least they were at the time this programme was written!
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PRODUCTION TEAM

Script

Directors
Musical Director
Stage manager

Producer

Backstage Crew

Production Scenery designed by
Scenery supplied by

Lighting
Band

Sound

Costumes

Choreographer
Props
Front of House

Marketing & PublicityTeam

Tickets and printing
Box Office

Green Room Chaperones
Programme & Poster

Publicity & Scenic Artwork

Chris Ryde and Stephante Harnis
Chris Ryde & Stephanie Harris
\nne MacFarlane

Stephanie Harris

Barbara Spence

Fervy Cane, David Wells, Tony Wells,
\dam Wells, Geoff Manning, David Har-
nis, lerry Rees-Pedlar, Tim Warming-
ton-Crardner & Glynis Mcintyre

ian Wilson
Albemarle Scenic Studios

Soundbase, Elaine Powell & Paul Macer

Wright

Richard Wadley, Mac Cambray Chris
Lovett, Rob Sherwood & Tom Manning

Soundbase & Charles Wintous

I'herese Casemore, Caroline Pearce & Ace
Costumes, Tredegar

Emma-Jayne Parker

Jenny Weston

Ann Hartland & Team

Elaine Andrews, Dave Andrew s, Sandra
Bargh, Dawn | ryer, Marilyn Wright,
Faula Brady & Anne MacFarlane

Pastorprint

Brian Williams, St Mary Street
Nelson Museum. Priory Street
Bojangles Jewellery, Monnow Bridge

Georging Peace & Team
Rarbara Spence

Fee de Bruler
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