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BLITHE SPIRIT

By Nocl Coward
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Blithe Spirit is set in 1950’s in Kent. A writer and his second wife have
invited two friends for dinner and a séance, which is to be conducted by a
local medium. ‘The host is doing research for a novel about spiritualism
and hopes Madame Arcati will be a fraud, providing him with humorous
malterial for his book. Madame Arcati begins her excursion into the other
world by contacting her ghostly control, a cantankerous child. When
nothing much appears to happen, the dinner guests disperse, leaving the
writer smugly satisfied that his suspicions about Madame Arcati were
true. Then the ghost of his dead first wife appears, to the chagrin of his
current wife, tuming his life upside down. The two women scramble for
the upper hand, leading to a startling ending. Coward’s matchless wit
makes this hilarious love triangle sparkle. Blithe Spirit is a witty romp
about love, death, and subconscious connections between the living and
the dead.

In 1961 Blithe Spirit was performed by The Monmouth Players in the
Rolls Hall.
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