0ff Centre Theatre

forthcoming productions

NEW YEAR PANTOMIME 1999

Sleeping RBeauly

Friday January 1st : 7.30

Saturday January 2nd : 2.30 & 7.30
Sunday January 3rd : 2.00 & 6.00
Monday January 4th : 7.30
Tuesday January 5th @ 7.30

Friday January 8th ; 7.30

Saturday January 9th : 2.30 & 7.30

SPRING 1999

Uncle Vanya
by Anton Chekhov

Dates to be announced - see local press for details

Off Centre Theatre
presents

Thursday's
Ladies

by

Loleh Bellon

at
Haberdashers' Monmouth School for Girls

7.30 pm Thursday, Friday and Saturday
October 15th, 16thand 17th



Cast in order of apperance :

Sonia : Ann Hartland
Victor : Geoffrey Manning
Marie : Anne Gibbons - Jones
Helene : Dy Evans
Jean : Cedric Gibbons

Thursday Aflernoons - Paris - Winter 1975
SCENE | : Sonia's Apartment
# lnrerval @
SCENE 2 : The same, some weeks |ater
# Interval #
SCENE 3 : One week later stll

The Crew :
Director / Continuity : Jim Newcomb
Set : Andrew Lightly
Stage Mangement : Marcia Cook & Gillian Vandervelden
Lighting & Sound : Mark Finlayson
Publicity : Cedric Gibbons
Printing : Brian Phillips
Front of House : Jackie Kydd & Friends

With Thanks 1o -
Haberdashers' Monmouth
School for Girls
Monmouth Cycle Cente
Brian Willlams, Jeweller
Others who have heiped
In any way.

Every Thursday, three sxy-year-old ladies, Sonia, Helane and Marie, meet in Sonia's run-down
Pansian apartment for tea in a long standing ritual where they chel, upbraid and reminisce
Sonia, of Russian origin, s a spendthrift, twice divorced, still 2 child with a 2est for life, and
biindly devoled lo her wastrel son Victor, @ vintage car fanatic Helane is a wealthy spinsiar,
childiess, loveless, Ingid, devoled 1o her brother, and obsassed with fear and death; Mana, the
wises! and most fullfiled of the three, who embarked on a medica! career but aiso marmed and
had two daughilers, has never come 10 t2ems with widowhood

The action takes place on three Thursdays in the Winler of 1975 where the loves, jealousies
and fears of these eary childhood friends are rewaaled in a series of touching sequances
alternaling between e present and past fiftyfive years. The link between them is
sirengthened in the person of Jean, Helena's brother, whom Mare maried and with whom
Sonia flirted and who appears in ther enacted memones

Unraveiled belore us ans thres individual lives mads souchingly coherent.  The pleasure lies in
the gradusl, delicals, ovarapping of incidant and conversation through which this prickly, frank
and very female friendship takes place Humour is mixed with sadness, hopes for the future
tainted by fealings and houghts from the past Al all Smes tender and thoughtful

Throughout the play the characters are seen at dfferant tmes In their ives  From the
axhuberance of aight year olds at play, fvough teenage llirtations, war fime anxielies and into
their middie years and the onsel of oid age  Such changes, at the request of the author, ars

portrayed enfirely through the dialogue and actions of the players
We hopa that you will enjoy our Inlempretaton of thoss wishes

A 1520's Amilcar - As spirited as a thouroughbreed horse
and with almost as animale 4 personality, the itte French car
thouroughly captivated that sogment of the public thet
waniad vivid performance in a small package!



