LEISURE SUITE

LEYS HILL, ROSS-ON-WYE

Opening February 1997

Bring your children to CATS Private
Nursery school and be [ree to enjoy our
exclusive new Leisure Suite

FOR YOU

* Sauna

* Fimess Equipment

* Rest Area

* Health and Beauty Workshops
* Fimess Classes

FOR YOUR CHILDREN

» Highly Qualified, experienced,
caring staff

= Safe & friendly environment

« Extensive play areas

* Baby unit for children from 3 months

» Lego Room, Huge range of Lintde
Ivkes Equipment, Soft Play,
Sand Fii, Water Play

N PHONE: (1600 890109
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7 Oldway Centre )
Monmouth ‘
Gwent

01600 715367

Hi, I'm Tommy, Dick's Cat and I'd
Hke you to know that

‘Paws Pet Shop’ in the Oldway
Centre supplies my favourite s
lams cat food. This really is good for |
me nnd makes me really big and

strong and fast to chase all these rats

around London Town. When I'm

chasing them they certainly know J

I've had my lams today. v

HEATHER BROWN = IKKS » MANDIA
OSH-KOSH » POPPY « PRETTY ORIGINALS

of Moameuth  Telephone : 01600 712854

~ from birth to 10 years

ABSORBA » BAR-BAR

. . and many, many move ! !/

LITTLE SPECIALS

3 Monnow Street, Monmouth
(Oppesite Dorothy Perkins - 200 yards from Waitrose)

/. OFF A Member of NODA \
CENTRE -
THEATRE N

Letter prom The Chairman.

The lads and lasses are back in town
To help you lose that everyday frown
It doesn't seem twelve months ago
That we were here with last year's show !

Deep sea wonders brightly glowing
On the main, the gales a’blowing
The effects this year are rather stunning
We hope they make you come a'munning !

Off-Centre Theatre is now into its second decade, and is continuing is
successful run of high-quality family pantomimes with Dick Whittington,
probably the most traditional of them all . The show you will sow see is the
\ result of months of back breaking hard wurk (along with a lot of fun) by the
team headed by Anne MacFarlane. | believe it is true to say that OCT's
pantomime productions more than rival any you may see in the professional
theatre. You may notice that we do not "buy in' professional celebrities 1o boost
bookings: not a Neighbours star 1o be seen! Everyone who works on the stage
or behind it in any way, is equally important . It is a huge team effort, and |
congratulate them all for their dedication, and no fack of talent.

Please don't forget, we are always in need of people, of ideas and expertise in
many areas connected with amuteur theatre. If you are interested, just speak
to one of the front of house staff in the interval.

Thanks for coming - I hope we serve you well !
Geoffrey Manning

Chairman
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(' DICK WHITTINGTON — FACT or FICTION?

The well known story of Dick Whittington—which has been told since at least
1605, wils of a young boy from Gloucestershire who travels to London to
make his fortunz. Traditionally, Dick worked as a Kitchen boy in the house of
a rich London merchant. who allowed each of his employees 1o send an item
of merchandise 10 Barbary on the north coast of Africa. Dick had no
possessions so he sent his cat on his master's next ship.

Meanwhile, Dick was forced to flee the merchant’s house duc to below
stairs bullying and set off homewards - only to be recalled by the mighty Bow
Bells -

Turn again Dick Whittington, Lord Mayor of London.’

On his return, Dick leamt that his cat had been bought for a small fortune by
the king of Barbary who was plagued by (guess what?) - yes, rats and mice!

Now rich, Dick marmed Alice, the merchant’s daughter and they prospered
with Dick serving as Lord Mayor of London. Generations ol pantomime
audiences have seen this story played out in professional and amateur
productions - which has changed extraordinarily little in the 400 years of the
telling.

/And what of the real Dick Whittington? It is believed that he was the
youngest (and therefore the poorest) son of Sir William Whittington of
Gloucestershire, Some say he came from Pauntley, while others claim him for
Sollers Hope in Herefordshire — are there any descendants out there who
would like 1o tell us what they know?
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Early 17th century engraving of Dick Whittington

However, what is absolutely certam 18 that Dick did become a highly
successiul and wealthy London merchant. He sérved London as her Lord
Mayaor 3 times — in 1397, 1406 and 1419. Sadly for our panto story, the ‘cal’
was in truth the type of ship that Whittington used o trade his goods across
the scas. But thankfully, in pantomime, Dick Whittington and his four legged

friend have become inseparable! /
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Mully and Sculder




.* SYNOPSIS *

PROLOGUE
Fary of the Bow Bells and King Rat set the scene. King Rat tells of his Evil
plan 1o rule London with has army of rats, but Fary of the Bow Bells has other
deas and plans 10 find her Champion for Good

ACT |

We learn that London 15 bemg over-run with tts and we meet the Captain and
Mate of Alderman Fitzwarren's ship the Golden Adventure. We meet many
other colourful characters of the wwa, including Sarah the Cook. Alice
Fizwarmen and Dick Whitington — who rescues Tommy the Cat and gains a
life-long friend. Dick and Tommy are hired by Alderman Fitzwarren and Fairy
ol the Bow Bells chooses Dick as her Champion .

Meanwhile. King Rat’s plan 10 be nd of Dick suceeds and our hero leaves
London i disgrace. Faity of the Bow Bells steps in, wells us of Dick’s Destiny
as Lord Mayor of London, and Dick dreams

Scene | A street near the Mansion House
Scene 1) Outside Filzwarren's Stores

* Scene 111 A street near the Mansion House
Scene IV Fitzwarren's Stores

Scene V Milestone at Highgate Hill
Scene VI Dick Whittingtom's dream *

ACT 2
Dick retums 1o London and finds the Golden Adventure prepanng 1o suil for
Morocen. Sarah, Dick and Alice deduce the Evil paw of King Rat in Dick's
downfall. Unbeknown to them, the ship is already swarming with rats
prepaning to defeat the gallant crew . . |
The Evil magic of King Rat causes a termible storm at sea, but Fairy of the
Bow Bells casts a spell 1o tnumph over the power of the rats. After a dramatic
stupwreck, the characters find theimselves in the exotic Court of the Sultan of
Maorocco ~ which has a termible plague of rus . . .
Dick Whittington and King Rat meet for a final battle and the rest i (panto)
hastory & L .
Scene | Port of London
Scene | All ot Sea
Scenc 111 The Golden Adventure
Scene IV Under the sea
Scence V Morocco
Scene Vi The Sultan’s Palace
Scene VII Sirect near the Mansion House
Scene VIl Lord Mayor's Wedding
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Producer & Director
Assistant Director
Script

Musical Director
Production Commitlee

Band

Stage Manager
Charcography

Costume Design
Costume Production

Costume Hire
Sound Technician

Lighung

Crew Manager *
Crew Design
Backstage Crew

Scenery Construction

Production Scenery
Eatra construction
Props

Ant work

Box Office

Front of House
Photography
Printer

Programme

*

¢ PRODUCTION TEAM

Anne MacFarlane
Cedric Gibbons
Adapted by Anne MacFarlane & Marnie Erwin
Anne MacFarlane

Sandra Bargh, Sarah Gaunt, Cedric Gibbons,
Jackie Kyd, Stuart MacFarlane, Glynis Mclntyre,
Caroline Pearce, Jill Rogers Jill Smith,

Barbara Spence & Anne Thomas

Chris Rogers, Lyndon Webb & Members of
Monmowth Town Band

Chrix Chamberiain

Lizzie Evans, Gill Evans & Sharon Guy,

Gillian Vandervelden

Caroline Pearce & Anne MacFarlane

Caroline Pearce, Jane Crockford, Molly Walsh
Shirley Smith, Sandra Bargh & OCT membery
and parents o
Marigolds of Brynmawr Ll |- ,S °
Jay Dyer & Team ok I ev

Pawl Macer Wright, Alistair Lightly & Team

Paul Tharia

Pawl Tharia, David Powles & Toby Harris
William Dawvid, Richard Evans, Toby Harns,
Jamie Isaacs, Alan & Andrew Lightly, Stuart
Mcintyre, Phil Richards & Jon Wright.

Chns Chamberlain, Richard Evans, Toby Harris,
Jamie Isaacs, lan Kvd, Andrew & Alistar Lightly,
Paul Tharia & Dave Powles

by Albemarle of London

Jane Crockford & Doug Webb

Hannah Newcomb, Sesdeddssistbosmbe—
Felicity de Bewler & Glynis Melntyre
Monmowuth Cycle Centre & Brian Wilha
Sarak Gaant & Team

Martin Avery

Kingfisher Printing. Monmourh
Glyms Mclntyre




THE ENTIRE COMPANY

David Allen, Kayleigh Allen, Linda Allen,
Christopher Bargh, Sandra Bargh, Rache! Baker, Alice Bond,
Mike Brown,

Nicola Carter, Eleri Clements, Emma Cope,

Sally Davies, Felicity De Bruler, Ben Ditchburn,
Suzanne Donald. Lucy Dyer,

Ben Evans, Gill Evans, Lizzie Evans, Natasha Evans
Natasha Evans, Zoc Evans,

Debbie Flemung, Claire Forster,

Vicki Gaunt, Cednc Gibbons, Gemma Gray, Sharon Guy,
Dawvid Harris, Scarlet Harris. Steph Harris, Elizabeth Hirst,
Georgina Hampron-Wale, Portia Hampton-Wale,

Christine Hudson, Nerys Hughes, ‘
Jackie Kyd, lan Kvd,
Helen Howells, |
Samantha Lightly, Alexandra Lodge,
Stuart MacFarlane, lain Mcintyre, Sarah Molyneux,
John Moylen,
Jim Newcomb, Lauren Newcomb, Gemma Newsome,
Richard Pates, Davina Peace, Caroline Pearce, Royston Price.
Il Rogers, Emrys Ruck, Geraldine Ruck,
Barbara Spence. Peter Spence, Rob Spence
Ruth Taylor, Paul Tharia, Anne Thomas, Kate Thomas,
Gill Vandervelden,
Bethan Walker, Katie Westoby, Helen Wilson. Lucy Woolgrove. \
Alex Wright and Marilvn Wright.




J AGENCY
' ESTATE AND INSURANCE AGENTS

) B

E.LS. Simply the best for all
your insurance needs.
You name it — we can insure it

Telephone Mandi for
a no obligation quote on :
01600 712549/ 713752 /

Raprle \

First Prize — Portable Colour TV, |

Giant Hamper; Case of Wine - The Cast; Pauline Cass /OCT
Adrian Gaunt -~ Clock Peacocks ~ Towels
Bakety Fayre - Voucher Penny Lane ~ Lunch for twe
Roots Chemist - Gift Vivucher Road User - Gift Pack
Dixons - Blank Video Tupes Ruby Tuesday - Earrings
Eurolight - Set of Lights W. H. Smith —

French Hom - Mead for two

Graham Electnical « Clock

Holland & Barrett - Oil Lamp

lrma Finga! Rock -~ Wine

Jacaranda ~ Powted Plant

Le Gourmet — Voucher

Milbums Restaucants, Bath -
Champagoe wa for iwo

Monmouath Cycle Centre -

\ Cycle Compuier

\_ National Trust - Addresr Bock

Jungle Book Video Collection
Steeples -~ Wine
Stokes Chemist - Fragrance
Tinsley Supplies - Gift Pack
Woolworths — Chocolates
Wyesham Spar - Chocolares
Macilyn Wright / Sandea Bargh -

Todeairies
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A CAT QUIZ &)

& for all the Family

I.  According to tradition, how many lives does a cat have?

. Which witch bad a friend called MOG?

3. InRoman legend, which goddess could change herself into
a cat?

4. Who wrote the tale The Cat Who Walked by Himself'?

5. What kind of cat did sailors fear?

6.  Which group of campaigners was the 1913 'Cat & Mouse
Act’ designed to restrain?

7. Who went to sea with honey & money?

8. Who was T. S. Eliots 'Master of Depravity'?

9.  What is Ozymandias better known as?

10. Do children get in 2 tangle playing this?

11.  Who wrote the play 'A Cat on a Hot Tin Roof?

12.  What was the name of Dr Johnson's cat?

13.  Who smiled at Alice from a tree?

14.  Which song from 'Cats’ did Elaine Page make famous?

15.  Who played Cat Woman in the Batman film?

16. What was the name of novelist Susan Hill's ginger cat?

17. Witches cats are often referred to as f.......s7
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| CENTRE  THANK-YOU

| THEATRE
|_oves les )

this year o :
Margaret Bond, Ann Cann, Father Smith, Eve Harvey,
Wendy Lewis, Mrs. Nan Roberts and Yvonne Wilson

Jor their donations of fabric and costumes
1o OCT Costume and Wardrobe _/

* Bnan Williams

* EIS Agency

* Hiscott & Co.

* Monmouthshire Beacon

* Monmouth Local Businesses
* Parents and Friends of OCT
* Wye Valley Transport

* Dale Lee of HM.S.G.

= Tri-Wall Europe

* Ken - Lyn

* Murphy's Auto Salvage

* Simon Brain

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

* Cleaves DIY

* Major Harding Rolls

» John Park

* Monmouth Cycle Centre
Mike Skidmore

St. John Ambulance
Bndges

Robert Price

Mike Geddes

Nigel Morris
Somerficld, Monmouth
Terry Cleaves

and all other supporters who have not been mentioned amongst |
the above - thank you /.

o

/ - = '\_.‘
..,"//ﬁ‘yz/z(y FLane 3
Fearooms
‘Let your Tastebuds
Step Back in Time’

Real Olde World Homeoooking

* LCesED RESTAURANT
* Provate Parmies CATERED FOR

Tel. : 01600 772290

\l Beaufort Court, Monmouth |

/" MOYLETT LTD
of Monmouth
Improwing homes snce 1969
Wo're
BIGGER

than ever in

CONSERVATORIES

* Windows * Doors

* Porches * Patio Doors
* Stain Glass + Fascia Boards
+ Seamless Guttering

Choice, Rekability, Local Service,
10 year Guarantee

\ | AVAILABLE |

“.__Ring: 715002

|
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Huckaback
T T T

21 Church Street, Mornoth
Phone / Fax 01600 716020

Ol and New Linen £ Lao
Antigue Lo L
Nighrvens
Faomask
Takl Fivn

Mrs. Diana Gray
Sir Edmond Falkmer, Bt /

Monmouth
Cycle Centre

3 Beaufort Arms Court,
Moamouth
Telephone 772779

SARACEN
FREESPIRIT
RALEIGH
EMMELLE

[ (2ver 60 Cyeles in Stock

Full range of acvocssories
Quick repair servics
Christmas savings club
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